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Jesus, Our Mediator and Intercessor
By Doy Moyer

When we consider what Jesus does for us as His people, two terms are used to help us understand
why it is so important to trust Him. Scripture teaches that Jesus is both our Mediator and our Intercessor.
Let’s consider these terms.

Jesus Is Our Mediator

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who
gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time” (I Timothy 2:5-6).

Paul said that God desires all to be saved and come to a knowledge of the truth (I Timothy 2:4). The
plan for making this salvation possible entailed one mediator who made a sufficient sacrifice. As there is
one God, there is one Mediator who is capable of offering Himself as a ransom. A mediator is a go-between
who can sufficiently represent both sides in a dispute and thereby bring about reconciliation.

Why do we need a Mediator? Because of sin, we were separated from God, acting as His enemy
and creating a breach in the fellowship that God initially put into place (cf. Isaiah 59:1-2). Jesus, by becoming
a man, was able to provide the sacrifice suitable for reconciling God with humanity. He is God, but He
became man. He knows both sides of the breach, even though He never sinned.

The point here is that the only path to the salvation God offers is through Jesus Christ and the ransom
He paid to make this happen. “No one comes to the Father except through Me,” said Jesus (John 14:6). He
is our “negotiator” and bridge between us and God. Paul also wrote, “For if while we were enemies we were
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by
his life” (Romans 5:10). Because Jesus is our Mediator, we need not remain separated from God. “More
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received
reconciliation” (Romans 5:11).

When we plead with others to be reconciled with God, we can only do so on the basis of what Jesus
Christ did by His death and resurrection. As Paul wrote concerning their role as ambassadors for Christ, “All
this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that
is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his
appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (Il Corinthians 5:18-20).

Because Jesus is both God and man, He is uniquely qualified to carry out this vital role of Mediator.

Jesus Is Our Intercessor

“Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him, since
he always lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

In discussing the love of God, Paul also wrote, “Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who
died — more than that, who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us”
(Romans 8:34).

Jesus, then, is not only our Mediator but also our Intercessor. This is tied to Jesus’ permanent High
Priesthood, as He continues to plead on our behalf so that we can draw near to God. Because Jesus lives
forever in His unique position, we have continual access to God. Jesus is not the accuser who condemns
but rather the Intercessor who pleads and saves.



Jesus is able to save “completely” or “to the uttermost.” There is no flaw in what Jesus did for us.
The path to salvation is set and He is fully capable of doing what God intended for humanity. His appeals
on our behalf perfectly accomplish His will. He can do this because “He always lives.” Jesus defeated death
through the resurrection, and because He ever lives, He can provide life for those who turn to Him. This is
why we must remain faithful, giving our total allegiance to Jesus as our King, our High Priest, and our
Intercessor.

As the Mediator, Jesus reconciles us to God. He breaks down the wall between us and opens up the
path to fellowship. As the Intercessor, Jesus continually goes to the Father on our behalf and is able to save
us completely. We have a permanent High Priest through Christ who also gave Himself as our ransom so
that we can be reconciled, saved, and drawn near to God through Him. The Lord does not just do this once
upon initial salvation, but He ever lives to do this on our behalf. By His grace, He continues to be our
Intercessor even now.

Without Jesus as our Mediator, we could not be reconciled with God. Without Jesus as our
Intercessor, we would have none to plead our cause and save us completely. Through Jesus, we have both,
and only through Him can we have hope. Let us remain faithful to Him.

Just Take Your Punishment
By Keith Sharp

About forty years ago, | knew a young preacher with a cavalier attitude toward traffic laws. He was known
to drive down the highway at breakneck speed, with a Twinkie and a Mountain Dew for breakfast, steering the
car with his knees! Sandy and | would not let our children ride with him. When we rebuked him for breaking the
traffic laws, he replied, “If I'm arrested, I'll pay my fine, so I’'m submitting to the government.”

The Lord is quite clear about obedience to civil government.

“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore, whoever resists authority has opposed the
ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves” (Romans 13:1-2).

“Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in
authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right.” (|
Peter 2:13-14).

Submission necessitates obedience.

“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they keep watch over your souls as those who will give an
account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you" (Hebrews 13:17).

If a purported Christian told the elders where he was a member, “No, | won’t attend regularly, but it's OK
with me if you rebuke me for poor attendance,“ would he be submissive or recalcitrant? (cf. Matthew 21:28-29)

Oh, we’re informed, you just can’t know all those volumes of civil law! A dear brother informed me a few
years ago, “We can’t keep from sinning, because the Bible’s too big of a book to know it all.” | replied, “You don't
have to know all the Bible; you have to know the difference between right and wrong.” He conceded we can do
that. “Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. | speak this to your
shame” (I Corinthian 15:34).

The State of Arkansas published a reasonably sized “Arkansas Driver’s Manual.” It's not written in Greek,
Hebrew, or Shakespearean English. | suspect your state has a similar book. Speed limits and other regulations
are prominently posted on road signs.

| concede the United States income tax code is voluminous and technical. So | hire a tax professional to
help me. You can do the same.

| have a dear friend, an elder of the church, who refused to wear a seat belt because he “didn’t vote for
that law.” How many Roman laws do you reckon Paul or Peter voted for?

Don’t make excuses for disobeying the law. It's a sin, and you don’t have to sin.

o “Let every soul be subject to the authorities.”
o “Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake."

“Awake to righteousness, and do not sin.”



