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THAT IS NOT THE WAY YOU LEARNED CHRIST
By Doy Moyer

“But that is not the way you learned Christ!” (Ephesians 4:20).

We hear much about how people think Christianity is supposed to be from all sides. This is often
debated ad nauseam through the lens of taking partisan sides. Christianity gets culturally hijacked and
manipulated to fit a narrative of our own making, but the one thing consistently missing is the gospel
itself.

We are fed stories through algorithms that divide and rip the hope from our hearts. Our culture
is filled with despair. We are led into spirals where all we see and think about is death, blame, and more
violence. Outrage floods social media as we scramble to make sense of why the next bad thing
happens. It's a never-ending doom scroll that sends us deeper down a path that can only give us the
fodder for more anxiety, anger, and hopelessness. And we continue to do it.

That is not the way we learn Christ. Violence, immorality, worldly political divisions, and outrage
do not produce the righteousness of God (cf. James 1:20). The context of Ephesians 4 shows the point.
Becoming callous, given over to evil practices, corruption, and deceitful desires are set over against
the new self “created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”

With all the outrage and division, | ask my fellow Christians, where is the gospel in our
discussions? Are we trying to be beacons of light, spreading the good news about the truth of Jesus?
We need to knock down the straw men, the idolatrous and false view of Christ and His message, so
that we can see the light of His hope through forgiveness, transformation, and the love that only God
can define and demonstrate. More violence and anger will not accomplish this.

We are continually tempted to be at each other’s metaphorical throats in front of a world that
sees this and says, “Yep, that’s Christianity for you.” It's as if the gospel has taken a back seat to the
‘real” discussions we ought to be having, wherein political walls and blame shifting are the norms. It’s
almost as though we are telling the Lord, “You wait over there a minute while we fix this problem.”

Tragedy is occurring in the streets. Evil is having its day. Perhaps it is time to pause, lament the
state of this corrupt world, humble ourselves before God, pray the Lord for mercy, and repent of anything
that has contributed to our cultural and moral decline. This includes a failure to set the gospel message
front and center in our lives, in our words, and in our hearts. Of the things we think about, this is most
excellent and worthy of praise (see Philippians 4:8). It runs counter to the hopelessness and despair
that the world provides.

This is not a time for “yes, but...” or “what about....” It is a time for reflection, repentance, and
redirection so that we can see the path cleared for hope, forgiveness, reconciliation, and rebuilding.

We do need to know what is going on in the world. We need to stand for justice, defend the
oppressed, and do what we can to be lights as we seek the welfare of where we live. I'm not saying we
can’t have a voice and express opinions. However, the way we do that is just as much a part of our
message as the words we choose.

And this is the critical point | am trying to make:

Interject the gospel into this corruption. Healing cannot happen on our own terms. We cannot
look the Great Physician in the eyes, reject what He offers, and expect to fix things on our own when
we ourselves are corrupted by the same culture we try to fight. Healing won’t happen that way. It can'’t



happen that way. This world needs Jesus as much as at any time, and Christians, who know that we
don’t learn Christ through violence and worldly anger, are the ones who need to be spreading that
news. Will we be those who can do that?

As a reminder, this has been done before. As our Lord said to His disciples:

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. Go your way; behold, | am sending you out as lambs in
the midst of wolves” (Luke 10:2-3).

We may be lambs among wolves, but we are servants of the Lamb of God Himself, who is also
the Judge before whom all will stand. The way we learn Christ in truth is also the way we need to teach
others about Christ, and this is not accomplished through carnal, worldly tactics (Il Corinthians 10:3-5).

Islam And Governments
By Larry Rouse

Here is the simplest way to explain what makes Islam fundamentally different from every other
major religion, and why it is uniquely destabilizing.

Judaism, Sikhism, Christianity, and Islam are monotheistic religions, meaning they teach belief
in one deity.

Islam adds a second, inseparable layer, and that is exactly what makes it problematic.

In Judaism, Sikhism, and Christianity, you are only required to believe in one God to be
considered a monotheist. You can believe in God while living under any number of political
arrangements without ceasing to be Jewish, Sikh, or Christian.

In Islam, you are required to believe in one God, Allah (monotheism) and one governing
authority, Sharia (mono-cracy).

If you believe in one God but reject one governing authority, you are not considered a Muslim,
even if you believe in Allah; this is called Alhakimiyya.

To be Muslim is not only to believe in one God (Allah), but also to affirm one governing authority,
sharia.

Belief in God without submission to God’s law as governing authority is insufficient. A person
may believe in Allah, pray, fast, and still be considered outside Islam if they reject the idea that only
divine law should rule. In that sense, Islam is not just monotheistic, it is mono-cratic.

Under this framework, Muslims who reject the rule of sharia, Kurds, secular Arabs, or “moderate”
leaders can be declared apostates or unbelievers.

This is also why figures like Mohammed bin Zayed can be labeled infidels despite being Muslim:
political sovereignty, not personal belief, is the dividing line.

Most Muslims believe in one God and accept sharia as the ideal governing authority. What
separates them from jihadists is not theology, but strategy and timing.

They may not seek to impose sharia themselves, but they accept its legitimacy, which is why
jihadists are frequently rejected tactically while being defended ideologically.

This monocratic principle is not a fringe interpretation. It is what the Qur'an commands: “And
whoever does not rule by what Allah has revealed, they are the disbelievers” (5:44) and what
Muhammad, his companions, and the Islamic caliphates practiced throughout history.



