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TRUTH'S CONSEQUENCES

By Bill Hall

The consequences of truth are sometimes bitter. Many a man has lost his job, or home, or
friends, or life because of his stand for truth. Many a preacher has been ousted from the pulpit, having
neither house nor salary, because he preached the truth. Many a person has had his name slandered
and maligned because of truth. With all such people, love for truth is greater than love for comfort,
security, or even life itself.

Unfortunate indeed is the man who looks ahead to evaluate the consequences of a position
before evaluating the position itself. Such a man will rarely come to a knowledge of truth. His thoughts
concerning “What will my wife think?” Or “Where will | preach?” Or “Won’t | be condemning my good
mother to hell?” Or “How will | explain my change to good ole Brother Jones?” or “How will | support
my family?” or “Everybody will think I'm crazy,” may well blind his mind to whatever evidence is at hand.
The man who really demonstrates a love for truth is the man who studies every subject objectively and
then lets the consequences — whether they be good or bad — take care of themselves.

Unfortunate too is the man who complains and grieves over the consequences of truth, for truth
must bring joy to the heart, whatever may be its consequences. Self-pity may lead one to “sell the truth”
and to profane this precious commodity. If pity is to be felt, it must be felt for that person who has never
suffered the consequences of truth, for such a man has obviously loved the praises of men more than
the praises of God.

No men ever felt the consequences of truth to a greater degree than did the apostles, but they
faced all such consequences “rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name”
(Acts 5:41). Worthy! There’s the key! The man who lets a fear of consequences dictate his position on
every question never suffers, for he is not worthy to suffer. Pity him! But the person who stands for truth
regardless of the consequences shall suffer, for he is worthy to suffer. Rejoice with him!

What a difference between the man who is “heaven” oriented and that one who is “this world”
oriented!

HISTORICAL & LITERAL
By Cougan Collins

Those who attack the authenticity of what the Bible says about creation will say that Genesis 1-
11 is mythology. In other words, they say it did not really happen and it is nothing more than a fairy tale.
They understand if they can convince people that it is mythology, they can destroy the credibility of the
Bible and promote their man-made teaching of evolution with its billions of years.

Let's see what the Bible says. In Matthew 19:4-6, Jesus quotes from Genesis 1 & 2 as being
true. In John 8:44, Jesus called Satan the “father of lies” referring back to Genesis 3:4. In Matthew
23:35 Jesus spoke of Abel in Genesis 4:2-10 as a historical person. In Matthew 24:37-38, Jesus spoke
of the Flood of Noah in Genesis 6-9 as a historical event. If Genesis 1-11 is a myth, then Jesus was
mistaken in all of these instances.

In 1 Corinthians 11:8,12, Paul states that man was created first, then woman just as Genesis



2:18-23 states. In 1 Timothy 2:13, Paul called Adam & Eve by name, and in Romans 5:14 he says
“death reigned from Adam to Moses.” In 1 Corinthians 15:45, Paul says, “The first man Adam became
a living being.” If Adam was only a mythological character, then everything Paul said is false. In 2
Corinthians 11:3, Paul says, “But | fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness,
so your minds may be corrupted.” | am afraid many minds have been corrupted by believing that
Genesis 1-11 is nothing but a fairy tale.

The New Testament shows that the first 11 chapters of Genesis are historical and literal. In fact,
there are more than 100 references in the New Testament that refer back to the first eleven chapters
of Genesis. Besides this internal evidence, there is ample proof of the global flood as described by the
Bible because over 100 cultures historically record a global flood. Also, the fossil record proves that
every mountain on earth was covered by water. For example, marine fossils have been found high in
the Himalayas, the world’s tallest mountain range. When one begins to examine the internal and
external evidence of Genesis 1-11, one will be overwhelmed with proof that the Bible is true and not
mythology.

Did You Know?...

By Roger Shouse

That the apostles never used food, games or social activities to draw a crowd so they could
preach to them? Yet in many churches today, even some calling themselves “Church of Christ,” the
social programs are so extensive that a social director or a “youth minister” must be hired to oversee
the social planning.

Although schools existed in the first century, and the apostle Paul even taught in one for 2 years
(Acts 19:9,10), no churches ever supported them financially? Yet in many churches today, even some
calling themselves “Church of Christ,” the financial supporting of “Christian schools” or “Colleges” is a
regular part of the budget.

That the apostle Paul illustrated many of his epistles with analogies from sporting events (1 Cor.
9:24,25). Yet no church sponsored or had sporting teams? Yet in many churches today, even some
calling themselves “Church of Christ,” the sporting activities are so much a part of the work that full
scale gyms have been built.

If these things mentioned above were not a part of the early church and we do not find them in
the Bible, WHY are churches doing them today? And who gave them the RIGHT to do it? These things
ought not to be! “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col.
3:17).

Trying To Discredit The Lord
By Kyle Campbell

The enemies of Jesus were always trying to discredit Him. They first claimed, in John 7:15, that
He had no letters. This was the same as saying that He was unlearned or ignorant. Second, they tried
to trick Him. The scribes and the Pharisees tried this tactic numerous times (Matthew 19:3-9; 22:41-46;
John 8:1-11). They even tried with the apostles (Matthew 17:24-27). Finally, they tried to nail Him to a
cross. Over those several hours He uttered seven sayings, each one full of beautiful meaning. He hung
on the cross for all of us. He could have called legions of angels to assist Him and end the agony, but
He refused(Matthew 26:53).

Through all of this, death couldn’t hold Him. He was resurrected from the dead, proving that He
was the Son of God (Romans 1:4). A significant question for you to consider is whether you are trying
to discredit the Lord. Are you willing to listen to Him and follow His word? Please don’t discredit Him by
pretending to be His follower, yet living in a way that shows you are not transformed (Romans 12:1-2).



