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Just Telling What I Feel 
  

By Doy Moyer 
  
 That our culture has been trained to act more on feelings than objective truth and reality is 
evident in so many ways that it hardly needs proving. The outbursts of anger, the murders, the sexual 
abuses, the lack of civility, the completely irrational denials of reality, and more are ever before us and 
do not seem to be waning. Feelings have overtaken facts; it is more important that we do not hurt 
feelings (as defined by … feelings) than that we deny truth and reality. 
 Unfortunately, the feelings-over-truth paradigm is also found among believers in God. We define 
what it means to glorify God by what we like and feel rather than allowing God to define what He wants. 
This is evident in the worship-for-entertainment industry. Some seem to be more interested in being 
rock stars for Christ than humbly submitting to God’s expressed will. 
 Humility must control feelings. Feelings can be arrogant, selfish, and demanding of others. What 
matters is what I feel. Me. Not you. Me. Humility, however, constrains and limits how we allow our 
feelings to outweigh the need to submit to God and others. “Do nothing from selfishness or empty 
conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves” (Phil 2:3). 
This is the mind of Christ. 
Feelings are not a proper source of truth. We may feel otherwise, but then we have entered the vicious 
circle of defining truth by our own desires. That lie can be traced back to the garden. When we allow 
that to happen, then we will inevitably let the flesh take over the Spirit. 
 Herein is the difference between letting our feelings take precedence over truth and vice versa: 
“For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are 
according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit” (Romans 8:5 — really, the whole chapter; and while 
you’re at it, the two previous chapters … and the whole book). 
 What will define your actions today? The flesh (your feelings) or the Spirit (God’s will)? Feelings 
are very good followers, not leaders, of truth, but we must first give way to that Truth in Christ so that 
our feelings will do what they were actually meant to do. Therein will we be set free from sin (John 
8:31ff). 
  

Devaluing The Local Church 
  

By Glen Young 
  
 The local church occupies an important position in God's scheme of things. It is through the local 
church that Christians execute certain works. These are works that God commands that can only be 
accomplished as a group in the context of a local church. To illustrate this, consider the partaking of 
the Lord's Supper. It is to be done on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7) when the local church is 
assembled together (I Corinthians 11:20,33). Another example would be the discipline of an unfaithful 
Christian. This discipline is to be administered by the local church in its assembly (I Corinthians 5:4-5). 
The Christian is to provoke other Christians and to be provoked by other Christians. This provoking is 
done in the assembly (Hebrews 10:24-25). Who can deny the importance of a local church? Does not 
the aforementioned items prove as much? 



 Paul understood how important the local church was to his Christian life, hence, "...when he had 
come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples" (Acts 9:26). Obviously, Paul saw the necessity 
and benefit of being a member within the structure of a local church. 
 A failure to appreciate the benefits of membership in a local church will cause the Christian to 
live below his potential. Sadder still, it will cause him to lose his soul. 
 It is impossible for the Christian to fulfill collective responsibility unless he is a faithful member 
of a local church. The idea that a Christian can be a member at large, never settling down at one 
congregation, where he would be accountable, is not acceptable conduct for a Christian. This is 
tantamount to 'forsaking of the assembly' and is a failure to support the work of a local church, which 
equals sin. Yes, disassociating one's self from active participation in a local church is harmful to your 
spiritual health. 
 We often hear Christians lament the lack of growth in local churches. Could it be that lack of 
growth is symptomatic of the mentality that minimizes the importance of the local church? I believe it 
does! How can we work together to build up the local church if we believe the local church is not 
important? We cannot! 
 I am not saying that we should be a member of a local church that does not respect the authority 
of God. There have been and are local churches that teach and practice things that are contrary to 
sound doctrine. To them, the Lord says, "Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and 
do the work you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless 
you repent" (Revelation 2:5). On the other hand, there are local churches that have set themselves to 
abiding in the doctrine of Christ (II John 9), it is to such a congregation one should join himself. 
 Dear Christian, if you have been guilty of devaluing the local church, I encourage you to repent. 
If you have failed in your responsibilities toward the local church of which you are a member, I 
encourage you to repent. Repent and get busy working within the framework of the local church. 
  

The Importance Of Obedience 
  

By Kyle Campbell 
  
 James 1:22-25 says, “But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own 
selves. For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural 
face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner 
of man he was. But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not 
a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.” 
 We should want to be a doer of the word. The Bible is not for display, analysis, or contemplation. 
It exists to be obeyed! So important is it to be obeyed that James later says, “For whosoever shall keep 
the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all” (James 2:10). The “whole law” in vs. 10 is 
the “royal law” in vs. 8. This is the law of Christ. 
 We can’t pick and choose what we want to do. As we learn our responsibilities to God, we have 
to put what we learn into practice. James 4:17 says, “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth it not, to him it is sin.” If you would like a good role model, use the Bereans who would “search 
the scriptures daily” to see how to measure up to God’s standard (Acts 17:11). If you are failing, then 
repent and obey they way you should -- the way God wants you to! 
  

 


