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"You Only Have One Chance." 
  

By Jarrod M. Jacobs 
 
 "One" is a fascinating word. This word stands for unity and wholeness. It tells us how many churches 
Christ established (Matt. 16:18). "One" is what Christ prayed that His disciples would be (Jn. 17:21). It also 
represents the number of times we get to live in this world! We have one chance to live and no guarantee 
of how long that life will last, so we must make the best of this opportunity. 
 The apostle Paul understood this and told the Corinthians, "...behold, now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation" (II Cor. 6:2). Jesus understood that when He walked upon this earth, He only 
had one chance. We find Him busy "about (His) Father's business" from an early age (Lk. 2:49; Jn. 9:4). 
Many people act as if they are going to live forever on this earth, and that is a mistake! Let us make the 
best use of our time (Eph. 5:16). 
 What do we have to do on earth that is so important? There are many responsibilities we must accept. If 
we neglect or shirk our responsibilities, we will answer to God on the day of Judgment (II Cor. 5:10). 
  

You Only Have One Chance To Live Your Life. 
 Think about your age. Do you realize that you only get to be your age once? You only get to live 
September 25, 2022, one time! If the Lord wills that we live tomorrow, then this day is gone and will never 
come back, just like every other day, month, and year previous to today. If He does not will that this world 
stands to see another sunrise, this day will still be gone! What have we given in exchange for this day? 
 James noted that our lives are "a vapor" that "appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away" (Jas. 
4:13-15). Think about this passage! Just as the fog disappears off a lake, or the steam from a pot dissipates 
into a room, so also one's life vanishes quickly. What will we do to make sure our lives have meaning and 
purpose? Think seriously about this day and every day and make sure the things we do are done to the 
glory of God (Col. 3:23; I Cor. 10:31). 

 
You Only Have One Chance To Raise Your Children. 

 Just as parents' lives pass quickly, so also our children's lives pass quickly. Though we wish they would 
stay their current age, they will not! Some parents may "think" their children are still children, and some 
adults still act like children, but time continues to move along, and that little 5-year-old is now 25, 35, 45, 
then 55, etc.! 
 God has placed a great responsibility upon making sure that parents teach their children (Deut. 6:6-9; 
Eph. 6:4). Parents need to realize that there is a precious soul that has been given to them for a little while 
and is aging just as the parents are (Jas. 4:14). If parents shirk their responsibilities, who will teach the 
children? 
 I need to understand that Satan is willing to teach my children (I Pet. 5:8)! He would be happy to get a 
hold of them and keep them for his own. I only get one chance to bring my children up right and teach 
them the facts concerning living on earth and, more importantly, how to get to Heaven! There is only one 
opportunity while they are in my home and under my roof to teach them about the Lord, His sacrifice, God's 
love, and my being willing to sacrifice and live for Him to go to Heaven! 
 The question is not, "Who will teach my children?" The question is, "Will I be the one teaching my 
children?" The Bible tells parents to do this (Prov. 22:6). Will we accept our God-given duties, or will we 



shirk our responsibilities? Rest assured, we will only get this chance once, and it will not come our way 
again! 

 
You Only Have One Chance To Be Saved. 

 Some folks pour their lives into education. Some will spend their lives in service to others. Many are 
involved in noble pursuits on this earth. Yet, this is meaningless if our souls are not right with God (Matt. 
16:26). 
 Knowing that our time is fleeting, today may be your last chance to make your life right with God! When 
we think about it, we have a "narrow window" of opportunity to make our lives right with God. This is 
because, for the first few years of life, we are too young to believe and be baptized (Mk. 16:16). Babies 
cannot make conscious decisions about their faith; therefore, they are not subject to the gospel message. 
Assuming that one lives to old age, he/she may not be mentally capable of making the conscious decision 
to believe in Christ and then to be baptized for the remission of sins (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38). Yet, if some 
tragedy occurs in our youth (through death or injury) then we have even less time than others to become 
a Christian when our opportunity to obey God is taken away (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 10:10; I Pet. 3:21; 
II Cor. 6:2). Our "window of opportunity" for salvation in Christ is narrow, and we must make the right 
decision before it is too late! Today may be our "last chance"! 

 
Conclusion 

 Sometimes the games we play allow for "do-overs," but life does not! Let us not shirk our responsibilities 
or waste our lives in vain efforts. Let us submit our wills to God's, live a faithful life to God (I Cor. 15:58), 
and teach our children this way so long as we live!  

  

Children Are Special 
  

By Doy Moyer 
  
 According to Jesus, children are special and need to be protected. In Mark 9:36-37, we read 
this: And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not 
me but him who sent me.” 
 He also said, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 
better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea” (Mark 
9:42), followed by the hard teaching that if something is causing you to sin (hand, foot, eyes), then cut 
it off or pluck it out because that is infinitely better than going to hell (Mark 9:43-48). 
 Notice the nature of the point: "Whoever causes these little ones who believe in me to sin…" 
Children will come to Jesus. They will love Jesus and believe -- until someone does something to them 
that moves them into disbelief. Sadly, children are often victimized and oppressed by those who know 
better, by those who have power over them, and by those who are more concerned about their own 
selfish and ungodly desires and purposes than by God’s. 
 This means that adults can destroy the faith of children by the way we treat them and teach 
them. We can be the reason they move from belief to stumbling disbelief. And if we do that, we see 
how Jesus feels about it. 
 If we can cause children to stumble, then we had better pay extra close attention to how we treat 
them and act around them. They are watching and learning, and all of us who are adults are spiritually 
and morally responsible for our behavior around them. What we say to them and how we act around 
them will have lasting effects, good or bad. Treat children as Jesus did. Receive them as God’s children 
and show them the love, honor, and respect they deserve as God’s image-bearers. 
 To abuse children in any way is to incur the wrath of our Lord. Better that a millstone be hung 
around our necks and throw into the sea than to do anything that could jeopardize the faith of these 
precious little ones. Protect them. Stand up for them. That’s what Jesus did.  
 


