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Jesus Turns Up The Pressure 
  

By Matthew Bassford 
  
 As different as the four gospels are, all four of them put their greatest emphasis on the events 
of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection. Before that point, their narratives take different paths and 
discuss different things. At that point, all of them focus on the garden, the cross, and the empty tomb. 
 However, even before the gospels come together, we can feel them beginning to converge. 
Jesus, even though He will be the innocent victim, is the one firmly in control of the situation, bringing 
the threads of history together. Indeed, even though Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are interested in 
different facets of the story, they all reveal Jesus doing the same thing: turning up the pressure on the 
chief priests. 
 John 12:9-11 reports that the resurrected Lazarus was, not surprisingly, attracting tremendous 
attention from the crowds. In response, the Jewish leaders decide not to believe Jesus because of the 
miracle, but to try to kill the evidence of the miracle—Lazarus—in order to keep the people from 
believing. 
 In Luke’s account of the Triumphal Entry in Luke 19:37-38, the crowds are celebrating Jesus’ 
entry as King into Jerusalem, using the words of Psalm 118:26. This is rebellion-against-the-Romans 
talk, so the Pharisees urge Jesus to quiet them. He refuses. 
 In Mark 11:15-17, Jesus cleanses the temple, driving out all the animal sellers and 
moneychangers who were clogging the temple courts. Everyone in Jesus’ day would have known who 
got a cut from all the commerce—the chief priests. According to Matthew 21:14-17, in response to His 
miracles of healing, the crowds begin to hosanna Jesus as the Son of David—more incitement to 
rebellion. The chief priests get angry and demand that Jesus shush them. Again, He refuses. 
 In this context, our final reading for the week is unsurprising. The chief priests plot with Judas 
for Jesus to be betrayed into their hands. 
 If they weren’t so utterly corrupt and evil, it would be easy to feel sympathy for the Jewish leaders 
at this point. Jesus has them completely boxed in. His spectacular miracles have won over the crowds. 
Those same crowds are saying irresponsible things about Jesus as King, and Jesus is allowing them 
to continue. He is challenging their authority and showing them up as spiritual frauds. All of this is 
happening in the spiritually volatile atmosphere of the week before Passover, a holiday that celebrated 
the Jews’ deliverance from a foreign oppressor. 
 If the chief priests do nothing, the situation will spin out of their control swiftly. If they decide to 
back Jesus so that the whole nation rises against the Romans, they are convinced that the Romans 
will win and destroy them along with Jesus. The only solution that is left is to solve the problem by killing 
the man, the option they decide to take. 
 We often think of the Jewish leaders as these devious, cunning plotters, and they were. 
However, all through the week before Jesus’ death, we see them running scared, constantly thwarted 
in their attempts to restore order by Jesus. They are the rulers of the nation, but they aren’t directing 
events. He is, and He is directing them toward a conclusion that nobody but God had even dreamed 
was possible. 
  

Your Wreckage Can Be Repaired 



  

By Gary Henry 
  
 “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. However, for this reason 
I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 
are going to believe on Him for everlasting life” (I Timothy 1:15-16). 
 Under the influence of the gospel, Saul became a radically different man. The change was not 
superficial or temporary; it was deep and lasting. And later, writing now as Paul the apostle, he could 
offer himself as an example to prove just how sinful a person can be and still be saved by the gospel: 
“I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show all longsuffering, as a pattern to those who 
are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.” If the prosecutor’s charge is that a truly wicked person 
can never change, Paul is “Exhibit A” to the contrary. He is a courage-giving example to anyone who 
has ever worried that they might be a hopeless case or a lost cause. 
 Most people, if they’re honest, know what it’s like to struggle with deeply ingrained character 
flaws. As we struggle to remove these flaws, we become frustrated. In time, we may come to doubt 
that real change is even possible. Sometimes we start thinking that way because we’ve been influenced 
by a determinism which says that at birth we are already “determined” — i.e., whatever we are, that’s 
what we’ll always be. At other times, we may be plagued with a victim mentality. We see ourselves as 
the victims of circumstances and influences that are more than we can handle. 
 My suspicion, however, is that most of the time our problem is just plain discouragement. The 
devil fights against us with a war of attrition; he keeps coming back, coming back, and coming back, 
trying to wear us down. After a while, our cause looks like it’s lost. 
 But the great hope of the gospel is that, while life lasts, none of us is a lost cause. Our defeats 
need not be final. Our failures need not be fatal. Real change for the better is always possible. 
 Whoever you are, my friend, believe this: your wreckage can be repaired. If God can turn a fire-
breathing, murderous Pharisee into the great apostle of grace, he can surely help you get pointed in 
the right direction. Your fate is not fixed, and you’re not just a victim. You are a living person capable 
of great growth. 
  

True Independence 
  

By Kyle Campbell 
  
 The best independence is not from oppression here on earth, but from sin and the devil. An 
anonymous quote reads, “None are more hopelessly enslaved than those who falsely believe they are 
free.” We are truly free from the devil and sin with Christ (Galatians 5:1). However, this independence 
is not cheap. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
 Independence also isn’t easy Belief is the beginning point of one’s obedience to Jesus (John 
8:24; Hebrews 11:6). That belief comes from hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17), not by a 
miraculous intervention. Once someone believes, their life begins to change, which is repentance (Luke 
13:3, 5; Acts 2:38). Confession of Christ as God’s Son is also important (Matthew 10:32; Romans 
10:10), and is demonstrated by several who confessed Him (John 6:69; 11:27; Acts 8:37). The final act 
which will free you is baptism because it washes away your sins (Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). Finally, in 
order to keep salvation, one has to develop and grow (2 Peter 1:3-11; 3:18). If you want to be truly free, 
why not try the redemption found in Jesus Christ?  
  

 


