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Take Whatever Steps Are Necessary 
  

By Doy Moyer 
  
 “If you can’t do that without also doing this, then don’t do that.” Here is a principle that many 
parents invoke when they are raising their children, and it applies to multiple activities — activities that 
are not in themselves wrong. Yet if those activities become the vehicles by which we do wrong, then 
we need to rethink those activities and, in some cases, cease them altogether. 
 When children are smaller, it might as simple as: “If you can’t play quietly without screaming and 
running, then you won’t be able to play.” There’s always a context to that, of course. There’s nothing 
wrong with running and playing, but we told our kids that if they can’t play gently and quietly after 
services without running (in the building so as to knock into an older person, or in the parking lot where 
a car might hit them), then they would have to sit. Self-control is the discipline here, and we need to 
teach our children to have it. 
 The self-control principle continues into adulthood, but with more serious implications. If you 
can’t root for a sports team without cursing your neighbors because they like a different team, then you 
need to rethink your involvement in that. Perhaps even harder for many is this: if you can’t engage in 
political activities or discussions without falling into malicious and evil behavior, then stay out of it. If 
involving yourself in political discussion and action entails, for you, anger, bitterness, gossip, evil 
suspicions, and so on, then get away from it until you learn how to control yourself, deny yourself, and 
submit yourself to the Lord. Cut out those areas that are a problem for you. 
 There’s nothing wrong with rooting for a sports team or forms of political activity in themselves, 
but if engagement for us entails acting and speaking in ways that are ungodly, then it’s far better to stay 
away. Does that sound extreme? Well, recall what Jesus said about the same basic principle: 
 “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one 
of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole 
body go into hell” (Matthew 5:29-30). 
 There’s nothing wrong with using your eyes or hands, but if they become vehicles of lust and 
evil, then we better take the radical steps to do what is right. “But that’s hyperbole.” Ok, but do we get 
the point? Do we get the application? Take whatever steps are necessary to cut out those things that 
keep us from the eternal kingdom. Nothing is worth selling your soul over. 
  

Proving Oneself 
  

By Greg Gwin 
  
 In writing about the qualifications of deacons, Paul said that they ought to "first be proved" (1 
Tim. 3:10). His point is obvious. Before a man should be appointed to serve in this special office in the 
church, he should have demonstrated his faithfulness, his zeal and his commitment to serve the Lord. 
The church does not need someone who has to be specially recognized before he does any work. It 
needs a man who is already working - and who will continue to work whether he receives any 
recognition or not. 



 While Paul was specifically speaking about deacons in the text cited, there are some things 
implied that have application to all Christians. 
 First, you should realize that you are currently establishing a reputation. Others in the 
congregation are viewing your work and service. They are developing an opinion of you. As they think 
of you, they will see you as either a steady worker or as a mere spectator in the work of the church. 
Which will it be? 
 If it is right to hold potential deacons up to this kind of scrutiny, why would it not also be proper 
to use the same approach regarding folks who might be selected for other roles in the church? 
Preachers, Bible class teachers, those who serve in the public worship, etc., all need to "first be proved." 
 And, while some will complain about this kind of "judging," it is clear that the Lord expects us to 
do it (John 7:24). If you want to serve, then you must be willing to "first be proved." 
 And so, Christian, how are you doing? As your brothers and sisters look to you do they see 
someone who is "proving" himself as a faithful disciple? Such evaluations ARE taking place continually. 
How do you rate?  
  

Sin Versus Grace 
  

By Doy Moyer 
  
 Sin is much more than just the commission of a bad act here or there. It is a condition in which 
we reside. Sin is something in which people walk and live (Colossians 3:7). We were dead in sin and 
were by nature “children of wrath” (Ephesians 2:1-3). Sin holds us captive as slaves (Romans 6). This 
is one reason why we cannot simply decide to beat sin and save ourselves. We cannot do it. Thinking 
we can take care of it ourselves is like thinking a drowning man can save himself simply by treading 
water longer with no one else in sight. It may work for a few minutes, but that can hardly be thought of 
as being saved, and the man will still fail to stay above water. 
 The solution to sin, then, must come from One who is entirely holy. And this solution is as 
immersive as the disease it is intended to cure. This is the grace of God, which is not just something 
applied here or there (as though sin were only committed here or there). Grace is something in which 
we stand (Romans 5:2). Though sin reigned in death, grace reigns through righteousness, and grace 
is far greater than sin (Romans 5-6). This does not mean we continue in sin as if we remain enslaved 
to it. May it never be! Rather we are told to “present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. For sin will have no 
dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace” (Romans 6:13-14). 
 As enveloping as sin is, grace is greater and more immersive. We need to see sin for what it is, 
but we also need to see God’s grace and the transforming power of the Spirit. If we cannot do this, then 
sin will keep us entangled in its grasp and bury us in its eternal consequences. Far greater, though, is 
the destiny of God’s people to whom belong the promise of eternal life. 
  

 


