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Right Attitudes for Faithfulness 
  

By Warren Berkley 
  
 It is clear to every Bible student, you cannot be faithful to the Lord if your attitude is not in keeping 
with the teachings of Christ (Phil. 2:5; Col. 3:17). Attitude has to do with the content of your mind, your 
disposition and the control you exercise over your emotions. 
 The simple truth is, the New Testament is loaded with teaching, examples, prohibitions and 
warnings about attitude. This spiritually healthy instruction should be the basis of our discipline over 
our mind. Your attitude toward God is basic. All other phases of attitude are rooted in your attitude 
toward God. We must hold Him in the highest esteem, revere Him, worship Him and obey Him with 
wholehearted love and trust (Eccl. 5:1,2; Matt. 22:37; Rom. 12:1,2; Prov. 1:7). 
 Once your attitude toward God begins to weaken, all other phases of attitude will likely 
deteriorate. Let us be aware of this and constantly monitor our attitude toward God, seeking to enrich 
our relationship with Him. Your attitude toward Christ is a component of your attitude toward God. If 
God is your father, you will love His Son (Jno. 8:42). If you love God and want to obey Him, you will 
have a favorable and grateful acceptance of His Son, Jesus Christ. You will regard Him as the perfect 
expression of Deity and humanity, the spotless Son of God who died in order for you to be free from 
sin and enjoy eternal life. Likewise, you will read and study about His attitude with the highest esteem, 
seeking to imitate Him in all your behavior. 
 Your attitude toward others develops out of your reverence for Deity. If you believe in God and 
follow His Son, your behavior toward others will be based on that. You will seek to do all God has said 
about how to treat people. You will study and follow the compassion of Christ, as well as His boldness 
in seeking to save the lost. His relationship to others becomes your pattern (see 1 Pet. 2:18-25). 
 Your attitude toward other members of God’s family will be suitable, in keeping with all that is 
written about such relationships. Peter teaches God’s people to “love one another fervently with a pure 
heart” (1 Pet. 1:22), and John taught extensively that “we should love one another” (1 John 3:11). “Be 
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also forgave you” (Eph. 
4:32). 
 Our attitude must endeavor to follow the pattern of unselfish humility demonstrated by our Lord 
(Phil. 2:1-5). Your attitude toward sin will be fitting. To remain right with God, it is necessary to maintain 
an abhorrence of sin (Rom. 12:9). If you court the favor of the world, you make yourself an enemy of 
God (Jas. 4:4). It is essential to arm yourself with “the same mind” or attitude Jesus had against sin 
and error (1 Pet. 4:10). 
 Your attitude toward life should be realistic and godly, not bitter and angry. If you murmur and 
complain about your life, and this becomes your habitual attitude – you cannot be what you should be! 
And when you get to this low state, you need to stop and recognize that the devil has seduced and 
maneuvered you into this state of constant anger and resentment. While you remain in this mood you 
cannot develop the love described in 1 Cor. 13:4-7, and you cannot grow and taste the kindness of the 
Lord (1 Pet. 2:1-3). 
 In the “beatitudes” (Matt. 5:3-12), the Lord addresses every phase or direction of attitude: Your 
attitude toward God (poor in spirit & hungering and thirsting after righteousness), your attitude toward 
yourself (meek), your attitude toward others (merciful), your attitude toward those who oppose you (vss. 



10-13), and your attitude toward sin (mourn and purity in heart). Growth and faithfulness depends upon 
the constant development of these qualities. 
  

Why So Many Superlatives? 
  

By Wayne Goff 
  
 The New Testament seemingly is full of superlatives. For example, Paul wrote in Ephesians 
3:20, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according 
to the power that works in us.” Really? “Exceedingly abundantly”? Isn’t that a little much? Well, that all 
depends on your concept of God. If your concept of God is rooted in the Bible’s revelation of Him, then 
no, that’s not a little much! In fact, even that superlative only scratches the surface of God’s power, 
might and ability. Friend, what is your concept of God? 
 God revealed His desire to help us beyond our wildest expectations in order that we might 
develop the deepest trust and confidence in Him, which in turn would lead to our eternal salvation. 
Absolute trust and confidence in God is essential to our faith. After all, didn’t Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
promise in John 10:10 that “. . . I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly.” (“Abundantly” comes from the same Greek word in both references.) The kind of life Jesus 
promises to those who love Him with all their heart, soul, mind and strength is a life that far exceeds 
anything they could have otherwise. Isn’t that what you want? If so, then trust and obey Jesus! 
 While on earth, Jesus calmed the winds and waves on a tempestuous Galilee, which caused 
those who saw it to be “greatly amazed . . . beyond measure,” (Mk. 6:51, same word). God is a God of 
immeasurable wisdom, power and ability, so superlatives are the best way to describe Him. 
“Awesome” is a word that often describes God in the Bible. Unfortunately the word has been 
marginalized from being over used to describe things that are not actually awesome. When God 
appeared to Jacob in a dream, he awoke and exclaimed, “How awesome is this place! This is none 
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!” (Gen. 28:17). The place was awesome 
because God was there! Israel was told to put their trust in God because “. . . the Lord your God, the 
great and awesome God, is among you” (Deuteronomy 7:21; see also Deut. 10:17; 28:58; Nehemiah 
1:5; Ps. 47:2; etc.).  “Awesome” means “to fear, to revere; to cause to be afraid or full of dread.” This 
describes Jacob’s thoughts perfectly. One does not come into the presence of God and think anything 
else! “Holy and Reverend (Awesome) is His Name!” (Psalm 111:9). 
 The salvation procured for us through His mercy, by “the washing of regeneration and renewing 
of the Holy Spirit” has been “poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:5-
6). God saves us in a way that exceeds the need, but He desires to leave no doubt! 
 God determined to show “more abundantly to the heirs of promise the immutability of His 
counsel, confirmed it by an oath, that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, 
we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before 
us” (Hebrews 6:17-18). God leaves no room for doubt in the work that He does to us and for us. If there 
is any doubt, it resides solely in our inability to believe in an Awesome God!  What should be the reaction 
of sinful man? “Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to 
the LORD, and He will have mercy on him; and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon” (Isaiah 55:7). 
You cannot ask for more than that! 
  

 


