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 Peter's Denial  
  

By Brian Haines 
  
 The four accounts of the Gospel of Jesus Christ contain a variety of events in the life of Christ. Often they 
give us different perspectives or even different parts of the life of Jesus. For example, only Matthew and Luke 
discuss Jesus’ birth. John does not discuss the institution of the Lord’s Supper. When an event is contained in 
all four accounts, we often feel it has a greater significance. Peter’s betrayal is one of the few things discussed 
in all four Gospel accounts.  
 One of the interesting aspects of Peter’s denial was the prediction that was made by Jesus. Jesus 
explicitly stated that it would be before morning when Peter denied Jesus three times. This was after Peter had 
stated that even if he had to die, he would not abandon Jesus. We might also consider that Peter’s sometimes 
turbulent behavior led him to rash actions; Matthew 16:21-23 shows us that he had been rebuked before for 
being minded towards man.  
 An important lesson for us is to consider the danger of following Jesus at a distance. Why follow at a 
distance? It is almost certainly because of his fear of the opinion of people. Often we are guilty of following Jesus 
at a distance. This is dangerous; it is easy to think we are invisible to Christ or the world, when we are certainly 
not. Following Jesus at a distance is a path to denying Him.  
 Once Peter began down the road of denial, it became harder and harder to back out. Consider Matthew’s 
account of the events; there we find out that Peter escalated his denial at each moment; first a flat denial, then 
an oath, and finally a curse. This too is a lesson for us about the path of sin. Once in the road of denial we don’t 
want to back out, and the further we travel the harder it is. We are told in Hebrews 6:4-6 that this road ends with 
a second crucifixion.  
 Another consideration is that God kept warning Peter. Mark tells us that there were two rooster crows; 
one was midway through Jesus’ denial. In a way, God was warning Peter like an alarm. Jesus had already 
warnedhim beforehand; now a second warning came by the first rooster’s crow. We too have a twofold warning 
of our path of denial. First God warns us by the Scriptures (Hebrews 12:25). Second, God warns us by the 
consequences of sin (James 3:13).  
 Perhaps the heaviest moment of this denial is the particular note made by Luke. In Luke 22:61 we are 
told that after Peter’s third denial Jesus, who was being tormented in trial, turned and looked at Peter.  In that 
moment Peter’s sin became apparent to him, and he wept and fled. Jesus sees it all. There are no “secret sins” 
(Jeremiah 17:10, Revelation 2:23).  
 But this story does not have a heartbreaking ending as does the one of Judas. In fact, before it even 
occurred, while Jesus predicted Peter’s denial, Jesus also predicted Peter’s restoration (Luke 22:31-32). Peter 
could and would come back from this. To be clear, it was still a hard event, seen perhaps in John 21:15-19. 
Returning from this place is terrible; restoration is hard to do (2 Corinthians 2:5-7). But it can be done, and as 
attested by the life of Peter we can return to our walk with God even after the worst of betrayals. 1 John 1:9 If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  

“Don’t Allow Opinions To Become Commands” 
  

By Jarrod M. Jacobs 
  
 One’s opinion is by far the most influential thing a person possesses. One’s opinion is often what shapes 
his beliefs and actions. Opinions are so strong that many have been taught and commanded through the years 
(Matt. 15:8-9). The word opinion is found only three times in the KJV, and all three times the word is used in Job 
32! Some translations use the word “opinion” as many as sixteen times (NET) and the least amount of times the 



word opinion was used was twice (NIV). Though we do not read the word “opinion” in the Bible often, rest assured 
that anytime we read warnings about men’s traditions taking precedence over God’s word (ex: Titus 3:10), this 
is a time when an opinion was treated with more respect than Biblical truth! 
 While our opinions may not be wrong, they can develop into something wrong if they are allowed to turn 
into commands. Romans 14 and I Corinthians 8-9 are two passages which remind Christians that while it is OK 
to have an opinion, it needs to be remembered that other people have opinions too, and they are just as valid as 
anyone else’s. It should be obvious that within the realm of general Biblical authority, we may exercise our 
opinions. However, if we have an opinion we exercise that contradicts God’s specific authority on a matter, then 
we are practicing sin (I Jn. 3:4, 5:17; Jas. 4:17). Exercising an opinion within general Biblical authority is quite 
clearly seen in Romans 14. The strong and weak brothers in that chapter were able to exercise their opinions. 
God “received” both and could make both “stand” before Him (Rom. 14:3-4). Both men, in this case, were correct, 
even though they held different opinions. Neither were allowed, however, to turn his opinions into commands 
that the other had to obey! 
 Examine yourself (II Cor. 13:5). Are you placing undue emphasis on your opinion? (This is called being 
a “heretic” in Titus 3:10.) Are you keeping it in its proper place? There is only one lawgiver, and it is not you (Jas. 
4:12)! Don’t make laws where God made none. Let’s respect the laws that God gave. Let’s not elevate our 
opinions higher than they ought to be! 
  

Spiritual Battles 
  

By Doy Moyer 
  
 In order to be strong in the Lord, Christians are told to “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph 6:10ff). The spiritual battles we face are difficult, and God 
has given us the tools to deal with them. These are not secular defenses or weapons; they are from God and 
He will fight for us. 
 These spiritual battles are not going to be fought and won by corporations, governments, schools, or 
other earthly businesses. These can help or hurt in the cultural battles that occur, and cultural battles have 
spiritual significance, but the truth is that our spiritual battles can only be fought and won by God working with 
us and through us as His people. Businesses, schools, and governments will falter and fail, but the spiritual 
warfare is personal and individual. Even churches, bands of brothers and sisters committed to one another for 
encouragement and joint praise of God, cannot win personal battles for me or you (cf. Rev 2:24-25). Others can 
help. Others can bear some burdens with us. Yet in the end, each must bear His own responsibilities (Gal 6:5). 
Do not trust in what others may or may not do in this world. Live in such a way that if you are the only one left 
standing and everyone else has given in completely to the schemes of the devil, your faith will be vindicated by 
God. 
  
 


