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 Changing the Mission of the Church 
  

By Steve Klein 
  
 Charles Paul Conn tells of living in Atlanta several years ago.  He'd noticed a listing in the Yellow Pages 
for a restaurant called Church of God Grill.  Out of curiosity he dialed the number.  Conn recalls the phone 
conversation as follows: 
 A man answered with a cheery, "Hello! Church of God Grill!" I asked how his restaurant had been given 
such an unusual name, and he told me: "Well, we had a little mission down here, and we started selling chicken 
dinners after church on Sunday to help pay the bills. Well, people liked the chicken, and we did such a good 
business, that eventually we cut back on the church service. After a while we just closed down the church 
altogether and kept on serving the chicken dinners. We kept the name we started with, and that's Church of God 
Grill." 
 While this may be an extreme example, the Church of God Grill is not much different from what a lot of 
other churches have done in drifting away from God's purpose for the church. Examples could be multiplied of 
churches that are mainly in the business of providing day care, or health care, or shelter for the homeless, or 
recreation for their members, or civic service for their community.  Apparently, many (if not most) think that it is 
the mission of the church to meet every real and perceived human need and desire - that somehow Christ died 
so we can have a basketball team, potluck dinners and a Christian singles dating service. 
 If we just took the Scriptures and tried to determine what the purpose and mission of the church is, what 
conclusion would we reach?  Notice what the church did or was to do in the following passages: 
 The church supported the truth. 1 Timothy 3:15 speaks of "the house of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth." 
 The church spread the gospel.  To the church at Thessalonica Paul wrote, "For from you the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God 
has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything" (1 Thessalonians 1:8). 
 The church supported preachers to preach the gospel.  The apostle Paul commended the Philippian 
church in Philippians 4:15-16:  "Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I 
departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only.  For even in 
Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities."  Elsewhere he said that he took "wages" from 
churches to minister the gospel (2 Corinthians 11:8). 
 The church edified itself (built itself up) through worship and teaching.  Ephesians 4:15-16 informs 
us that when members speak the "truth in love" and do their part in the work, it "causes growth of the body for 
the edifying of itself in love."  When it comes to the worship assembly, Paul commands in 1 Corinthians 14:26 
"Let all things be done for edification."  Notice that he didn't mention anything being done for entertainment! 
 The church helped truly needy saints.  Clearly the New Testament church was not the worldwide relief 
organization that modern men have made their churches out to be.  The church helped some of its own needy 
(cf. Romans 15:26), but it was not charged with the mission of helping even all of them.  In 1 Timothy 5:16, the 
Scripture says, "If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be 
burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows." 
 Can we not see that the church has a mission that is spiritual?  Her purpose has been determined by the 
One who built her and gave His life for her!  Making money by selling chicken dinners may be a fine endeavor 
for an individual to take on, but it is NOT the mission of the church!  May the path of the church here at New 
Georgia ever be guided by the question, "Is this what God wants us to do?"  
  

 



The Truth Sometimes Hurts 
  

By Jonathan Perz 
  
 How much do you appreciate the truth? The truth is easy to hear when it is flattering, encouraging and 
uplifting. However, the truth can sometimes hurt. Do you always desire the truth from those around you, 
regardless of whether it is favorable or not? Do you always demand the truth from those who preach and teach 
the gospel of Christ? 
 The truth pleased the rich young ruler until Jesus told him the one thing he lacked (Mark 10:17-22). Some 
would call such a declaration of truth unloving, but the Spirit called it love (note verse 21). How do we feel when 
someone courageously and honestly points out our shortcomings (Prov. 27:6)? 
Most of the Jews who heard Peter on Pentecost appreciated the truth, though it indicted them. They chose 
repentance and baptism (Acts 2:36-40). Whereas, those Jews who heard Stephen speak that same truth hated 
what was spoken. They responded by stoning Stephen to death (Acts 7:54-60). How do we respond to the truth? 
 The Galatians loved the apostle Paul—so much that at one point they were willing to pluck out their own 
eyes and give them to Paul. However, in the very next verse, Paul was compelled to ask if he had become their 
enemy because he told them the truth (Gal. 4:14-16). Do we despise those who tell us what we need to hear? 
 A few reminders should help us to realize the value of truth. 1) Jesus is the truth (John 14:6). 2) God's 
word is truth (John 17:17). 3) Knowing and abiding in the truth can set us free (John 8:31-32). 4) Those who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness will face the wrath of God (Rom. 1:18). 5) We must always speak the truth 
in love (Eph. 4:15). 6) We should always speak the truth with our neighbors (Eph. 4:25). 7) Love rejoices in truth 
(1 Cor. 13:6). 
 Simply stated, unless we have a love of the truth, we will never appreciate the truths that hurt (2 Thess. 
2:10-12). Unless we are willing to accept painful truths, we cannot know the sanctifying power of truth (John 
17:17). Unless we obey the truth, we will be condemned (Rom. 2:8). 
 How much do you appreciate truth? The answer is painfully obvious when we are confronted with 
agonizing truths that require change in our lives. Change hurts, but the truth saves. How will you respond the 
next time you are confronted with the truth? 
  

Ignorance 
  

By Edward O. Bragwell, Sr. 
  
 Country comedienne Minnie Pearl used to say, “Brother weren’t no failure, he jest started at the bottom 
and liked it there.” The Apostle Peter mentioned, by way of rebuke, some that were willingly ignorant (2 Pet. 3:5). 
There is a vast difference between those who are ignorant of the word of God and are trying to learn; and those 
who are ignorant and like it there!  
  

 


