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 Accountability For Sin 
  

By Edward O. Bragwell 
  
 One of the more popular teachings, attributed to Jesus, is that of immediate “unconditional forgiveness” 
of those who have sinned against us. It is held forth as the epitome of “Christian love.” It is heralded as the Christ-
like thing to do for our own sakes — to ease our own burden. Little is said about what is best of the one who sins 
and needs forgiveness. Several years ago, a student entered a high school and gunned down several people. 
The next day the media reported that some students who placed a banner across the entrance that read, “(The 
shooter’s name) we forgive you.” This mentality is widespread among Christians. The net result of this kind of 
thinking is that fewer and fewer are held accountable for sin and crime anymore. 
 But you say, “It is God’s business to hold them accountable and not us. It is our business to 
unconditionally forgive — because we all sin.” Sounds good and magnanimous, but is it what Jesus taught? The 
object of dealing with one who sins is not just to forgive them, but to bring them to repentance so that they can 
be forgiven both of God and ourselves. How would immediate unconditional forgiveness fit in with what the Lord 
said about when a brother sins. Did He say, “Just forgive him and forget it.” 
 Or, did He say, “And if your brother sins, go and reprove him in private; if he listens to you, you have won 
your brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one or two more with you, so that BY THE MOUTH OF TWO 
OR THREE WITNESSES EVERY FACT MAY BE CONFIRMED. And if he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax-gatherer” (Matthew 
18:15-17, NASB). “Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and IF HE REPENTS, forgive him. And if 
he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you seven times, saying, 'I repent,’ forgive him” (Luke 
17:3-4, emphasis mine, eob). 
 Christians are, indeed, to be tenderhearted and forgiving to one another (Ephesians 4:32). They are 
anxious for one to repent and will forgive him when he does. This is true love. 
 An unforgiving hard heart will not forgive even if one does repent — and will do little to bring one to 
repentance. This is hatred and grudge-holding. 
 Things in our society and the church will not get a lot better until we start following Christ in holding people 
accountable for their sins until they show remorse and repent. One other thing: I am not talking a forgiving and 
forgetting trivial things and offenses that do not rise to the level of sin. I am talking about holding people 
accountable for SIN. 
  

“Why Did John Die?” 
  

By Jarrod M. Jacobs 
  
 John the Baptist plays a very important role in the first century. It was he who prepared the people for the 
coming of the Lord (Isa. 40:3-6; Lk. 3:2-6). In fact, he was prophesied as coming “in the spirit and power of Elijah” 
(Mal. 4:5-6; Lk. 1:16-17; Matt. 17:11-12). Yet, after a time of preparing people for the coming Messiah and His 
kingdom, we see him die at the request of a wicked woman (Mk. 6:22-28). Why did John die at her request? Let 
me suggest to you some reasons why he died. 
  

John Died Because He Would Not Change God’s Message When People Got Mad. 
 His message of preparing people for the coming kingdom included crying out for repentance (Lk. 3:7-14). 
In his preaching, he also spoke to those in political power and warned them about their sin. Specifically, he told 
Herod it was not lawful for him to be married to his brother’s wife (Matt. 14:3-4; Mk. 6:18). Since John would not 
change the message, Herod had him put in prison and later killed. John was not the first nor the last to suffer 



such treatment for standing strong in the faith (Heb. 11:36-39; Acts 12:2; Rev. 2:13). Yet, he stands out as a 
great example of faith and courage. Thanks be to God that his godly example lives on to this day. Just as Abel, 
“he being dead, yet speaketh” (Heb. 11:4). 
  

John Died Because A Wicked Woman Saw No Other Way To Silence Him (Mk. 6:17-28). 
 After Herodias’ daughter danced for Herod, he promised her: “Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will 
give it thee”. She consulted her mother, and Herodias demanded John’s head. It is evident that John’s 
faithfulness to God and His message did not waver despite cruel treatment, so she silenced him the only way 
she could. Sadly, there are people today who, like Herodias, blame the messenger when they do not like the 
message! As we know, such treatment did not silence the gospel message, but spread it farther (Acts 8:4)! This 
is still the case today. Let us never back down or apologize for telling people the truth (Acts 4:20). 
  

John Died Because A Wicked Man Made A Foolish Vow (Mk. 6:23). 
 In the last point, we noted that Herod promised, “Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee”. 
This foolish vow meant the death of John. We don’t know if John was told why he was executed. It was simply 
carried out “immediately” after the request was made. It is recorded that Herod was “sorry” for what he had 
vowed to Herodias’ daughter, but he was not sorry enough to try to offer something else! Thus, John died that 
day because of a man’s unruly tongue! (Jas. 3:2-12) This is yet another example of the damage that is done 
when people speak before they think! 
  

Conclusion 
  Worldly-minded and foolish people are around just like they were in John’s day. Yet, instead of being 
depressed, let us be thankful for John and people like him who are faithful to God to the point of death (Rev. 
2:10). John’s bravery in teaching and his righteous life serves as a great example to us today. His death was not 
in vain (I Cor. 15:58; I Tim. 5:24-25; Rev. 14:13). John teaches us how to conduct ourselves in this life. When 
persecution and hardship comes, John encourages and inspires us! 
  

"I Have Kept The Faith" 
  

By Steven F. Deaton 
  
 Paul said, "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there is laid 
up for me the crown of righteousness..." (2 Tim. 4:7, 8). 
 The doctrine of security of the believer contradicts Paul's statement that he "kept the faith." The idea of 
"once saved always saved" does not require one to keep the faith. It says that to start the race is to finish it; a 
moment of faith is all one needs to have a guaranteed place in heaven. Paul and all other inspired writers deny 
this false doctrine. 
 Paul said Christians need to run the race to win the prize (1 Cor. 9:24, 25). He said, "Therefore I run thus: 
not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified" (1 Cor. 9:26, 27). If the doctrine of 
the security of the believer is true, then why did Paul say he could be disqualified? 
 Do we, or do we not, need to keep the faith? You know what God says, now ask your preacher. 
  

 


