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 The Culture of No Consequences 
  

By David Hartsell 
  
 In the beginning, the Lord blessed man with a paradise garden to keep, trim, and enjoy. Only one 
prohibition was mentioned. Adam and Eve were not to eat of the "tree of the knowledge of good and evil" (Gen. 
2:17). If they ate, they would lose their place in the garden and forfeit their right to the "tree of life." They would 
lose their lives and their special relationship with the Lord. This was the consequence. Sadly, they ate of the 
prohibited tree and paid the consequences. 
 Have you noticed the singular lack of consequences in almost every system of American culture? God's 
plan of behavior management for children (the rod of discipline Prov. 22:15) has been set aside by parents and 
schools. Athletes, stars and politicians are seen to break laws with impunity. Bad manners and rudeness are 
tolerated if one is popular or famous. Coaches throw chairs, athletes sling helmets, and parents attack other 
parents, all clear violations of team rules and rules of appropriate behavior. Yet, rarely are those actions held to 
account. Proverbs 19:19 tells us the truth: "A hot-tempered man must pay the penalty; if you rescue him, you will 
have to do it again." Priests and teachers have abused children without penalty. Presidents lie, congressmen 
take money, etc. 
 Human beings require structure and discipline. Fortunately for us, our Creator planned for our growth 
and happiness by holding us accountable. God is honest with us: sin brings death. The Word clarifies His 
expectations and holds us accountable. God is predictable, consistent, and fair. And aren't we thankful for that! 
 The beauty queen and best player have the same consequence and reward as the rest of us. Moses, 
God's chosen leader, was held accountable for disobedience (Number 20). Samson, a judge chosen by God, 
maintained supernatural strength as long as he followed God's directions. However, God allowed Samson to 
suffer the consequences of foolish behavior: the Philistines cut his hair, blinded and imprisoned him. Ultimately 
Samson gained victory over himself and over his enemies; God did not abandon Samson but answered his 
prayer. 
 Obedience begins with the fear of consequences. God's people cannot thrive if they accept the culture 
of no consequences. Churches grow numerically but not spiritually. Many are suffering from the lack of discipline 
among their members. Fornication, bar-hopping, gossip, and bitterness find their way into churches. Behavior 
that is plainly un-Christian is ignored while the "positive" is accentuated. By overlooking sin, the consequences 
of sin are not seen or felt. Paul rebuked the Corinthian church for this (1 Cor. 5:1-5). They accepted an adulterer 
as a faithful brother. Paul told them to deliver him to Satan -- to let him know where he was spiritually. They were 
not even to eat with him. How cruel! No! This is God's way of shocking the sinner into seeing the consequence 
of his sin. 
 Not all consequences are bad. In fact, the disciplining of the Corinthian adulterer caused him to repent 
and return to Christ. Paul urged the brethren to reaffirm their love to him (2 Cor. 2:3- 9). The renewal of Christian 
fellowship was crucial in helping this brother remain faithful. It remains the same today. We can not live without 
consequences. Some believe, because God does not punish sin immediately, He will not punish it at all. This is 
a serious mistake. 
 In this life we might evade many bad consequences. However, in judgment all will be made right. 
Everyone will stand before God to be judged based on the things we have done on earth (2 Cor. 5:10). Don't 
buy into the idea of a culture with no consequences, for there is no such place in existence. 
  

When Church Is Boring 
  

By Frank Himmel 



  
 What do you do when you find that church is boring? It's time for a change! Now the question is, change 
what? 
 Many folks think the answer is to change the church. I just read an article about anew church created for 
men only, men who find church boring. Discarding more traditional environments, they meet in a gymnasium 
one Saturday evening a month. A rock band provides entertainment. The preacher speaks in front of the 
scoreboard, with the clock running. He guarantees to have them out in one hour! 
 Some might not go that far, yet they still insist on change. Contemporary music, drama, and short 
sermons that are little more than pep talks are the order of the day. Celebration and praise are the buzzwords. 
 Malachi lived at a time when people found "church" boring. Speaking of Israel's worship, God said through 
the prophet, "You also say, 'My, how tiresome it is!' And you disdainfully sniff at it" (Malachi1:13). 
 God proposed two changes in these who turned up their noses at His worship. One was to just stay home 
(1:10). The better solution - the change He preferred - was to repent (2:2).  Notice what God did not approve of: 
changing the structure or activities of worship to accommodate individual tastes. 
 The preacher or the one who leads the prayer can give more thought to what he says and the song leader 
can try to select more meaningful hymns. But when worship as God directed is boring, the main change that is 
needed is in the heart of the worshiper. 
  

CONTRARY REALITY 

  

By Warren E. Berkley 
  
 There may be a gap between what we think we are and what we really are. I may think I am young, 
gorgeous, brilliant and wealthy. If I feed this self image long enough, and if I get a little help from flattering friends, 
I may deceive myself into thinking this is real. Doesn’t change reality does it? 
 This is common, and especially in regard to religious profession. We may think we are religious over such 
a long period of time, we deceive ourselves into believing everything is all right. We do what we have always 
done and say what we have always said, carrying through life the assumption that we are saved. What we think 
doesn’t change contrary reality. 
 If your heart hasn’t been changed by the gospel of Christ; if your life is not really being lived in Him and 
according to His teaching, there is a gap between what you think (“I’m saved”) and how you are living (the 
contrary reality). 
 Or as James said: “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless,” and “…someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have 
works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works,” (Jas. 1:26 & 2:18). 
  

 


