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Do You Pray During The Worship Services?
by Bill Hall
The worshipper who would pray in the assembly must do more than bow his head and close his eyes.
He must pray. "Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uniformed say
'Amen' at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?" (I Corinthians 14:16). This verse
suggests four requirements if one is to enter into a prayer.
First, he must listen to the prayer. One cannot legitimately say "Amen" at the conclusion of a prayer if he
has not listened to the prayer. "Mind-wandering" is an ever-present problem. We sing, but we don't observe the
words of the song. We bow our heads, but we don't listen to the prayer. We sit through the sermon, but our
minds wander to things of an earthly nature. Consequently, we attend worship periods, but we don't worship as
we ought. If one is to pray, with the congregation, he must listen to the prayer.
Second, he must understand the prayer. When a man in the first century led a prayer in an unknown
tongue, the worshiper could not say "Amen," for he could not understand the language in which the prayer was
spoken. Neither could the worshiper say "Amen" today if the leader has not spoken loudly enough to be heard
or if he has used words or phrases which the worshiper does not understand. Those who lead prayers in the
assembly should be conscious of the needs of the whole congregation, speaking up where all can hear and
using words which all can understand.
Third, he must agree with the prayer. A number of years ago, while sitting beside an older preacher, I
observed his saying "Yes" or "Yes, Lord" at the conclusion of each separate phrase of the prayer as it was being
led. He spoke the words softly enough that I was probably the only one in the assembly who could hear them,
but I was impressed. Obviously, this brother was listening to every phrase, determining whether or not he agreed
with the phrase, and was then softly speaking his agreement. He was not just sitting through a prayer; he was
praying. Occasionally, we hear sentiments expressed in prayer with which we do not agree. To these sentiments
we cannot say "Amen."
Fourth, he must say "Amen." The word "Amen" means "so let it be." We long to hear the strong,
resounding "Amen" at the close of prayers which we used to hear. We fear that the move away from this practice
is another step toward cold, lifeless formality in our worship. We are not contending, however, that one must say
the word "Amen" audibly; but we are suggesting that at least in his mind he should say "Amen," thus making the
prayer his own prayer. He has listened to the prayer; he has understood the prayer; he has agreed with the
prayer; now he speaks to God his "Amen" or approval of the prayer as his prayer. In this manner, he unites with
other worshipers in common prayer unto God.

THE CHURCH'S PURPOSE
by Bill Hall
What is the purpose of the Lord's church? Is it to eradicate poverty, disease, social injustice, illiteracy
from among men? Is it to bring about a cessation of war and conflict? Is it to campaign for a temptation-free
society for Christians to live in?
If the church had as one of its great goals the eradication of disease, the Lord could have easily equipped
it to accomplish that goal. Could not the same power that enabled one blind man to see have enabled all blind
man to see; that enabled one lame man to walk have enabled all lame people to walk; that cured many people
of varied diseases have cured all people of all diseases? And could not this same power have been given to the
church in all generations?
If the church has as one of its great goals the eradication of poverty, the Lord could have easily equipped
it to accomplish this purpose. After all, He fed the five thousand with five loaves and two fishes. He similarly fed

four thousand on another occasion. Could not He who did these marvelous works have enabled His church in
all generations to feed, clothe, and shelter the impoverished masses of the world through miraculous powers?
If the Lord had wanted His church to become a lobbyist group to apply political pressure toward a
temptation and persecution free society in which to live, He would have given instructions in that direction. He
did not even lead His church into a direct effort to destroy slavery, but taught the Christian slave to be a better
slave and the Christian master to treat his slaves as he would have his heavenly Master treat him (Col. 3:224:1).
The church's purpose is to save souls and prepare people for eternity - It holds out to the impoverished
the hope of someday walking a street of gold; to the suffering a time when there will be no pain; to the sorrowing
a moment when "God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." It tells the tempted and persecuted that there is
value in these afflictions, that the testing of their faith is "more precious than of gold," and to rejoice - It tells all
to live godly lives in whatever environment they find themselves. It seeks to change people through the power
of the gospel, not society through the coercion of legislators - Its weapons "are not carnal, but are mighty through
God." Its motivating theme: "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?"
When churches become involved in hospital and health clinic work, or when they build schools for the
education of their children, or when they see as one of their great missions to provide for the world's poverty, or
when they feel obligated to create social upheaval and campaign for human rights, or when they feel called upon
to express their views on the government's use of nuclear armaments or whatever, they have a distorted view
of the purpose of the church.

“What Will Become Of The Heathen Who Never Heard The Gospel?”
by Robertson L. Whiteside (1869-1951)
If a person understood the real purpose and philosophy of the gospel, he would never ask that question.
To set such questioners to thinking, we ask: What would have become of the same heathen, if there had never
been any gospel? The gospel was designed to save a world already condemned. It is only in a relative sense
that people are lost because they do not obey the gospel. Primarily people are lost because they are sinners.
To illustrate: a boat is rushed out to rescue a drowning man. He refuses to be rescued and is drowned.
Now, why did he drown? “O”, someone replies, “he drowned because he would not get in the boat”. Wrong. The
boat had nothing to with his drowning; he drowned because he was in the water, and he would have drowned
just the same had there never been a boat. Of course, his refusing to be rescued made his drowning a case of
suicide.
Just so with the sinner. The gospel is sent out to rescue the perishing. When the sinner refuses to be
rescued, it intensifies his guilt and shows it to be a case of spiritual suicide. But the gospel had nothing to do
with his perishing; he would have perished had there never been a gospel.
The boat was a means of rescue, and so is the gospel.

