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Only Witnesses Can Witness     

 
by David Hartsell 

  
 Today many sincere religious people talk about “witnessing for The Lord.” You might hear this 
expressed in different ways. “I was won to Jesus by witnessing.” Or “I must take the time to witness to 
others.” Or “I’m the only witness at my job.” Though the motives of such people are often pure, they 
misunderstand how the Bible uses the terms “witness or testify.” This might seem harmless. Yet, there are 
serious spiritual consequences when we misuse the idea of witnessing for Christ. 
 The Bible uses “witnessing” in a special way. Jesus once met a Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well. 
He asked her for some water and a conversation ensued. During their discussion, our Lord revealed to her 
secret things about her life. He convicted her of sin but she could tell he genuinely cared for her. She 
became thrilled with Jesus’ words, ran into the city, and persuaded many to hear Him. “And many of the 
Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the word of the woman who testified, ‘He told me all that 
I ever did.’” (Jn.4:39) On another occasion those who watched Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead “bore 
witness” to it. (Jn.12:17-18) Witnessing was not describing how they felt but what they had seen and heard. 
John testified that he and the other apostles had seen, heard, and handled The Lord. (1 Jn.1:1-2) 
 God empowered certain people to witness by their words or through miracles they performed. John 
the Baptist was filled with The Spirit from birth. (Lk.1:13-17) After our Lord’s baptism, John saw The Spirit 
descending as a dove upon Him. This act identified Jesus as divine. “And I have seen and testified that this 
is the Son of God.”  (Jn.1:32-34)  God, The Father, proclaimed Jesus’ deity through “miracles, wonders, 
and signs.” (Acts 2:22) Jesus even cast out demons by the Holy Spirit. (Matt.12:28) Special revelation can 
make one a witness of Jesus Christ. 
 What are the dangers of misusing “witnessing?” First, it can convince people that they can be saved 
in ways other than God’s way. Many today teach we must simply ask Jesus to “come into our hearts and 
make us Christians.” They then want to “witness” to others about their salvation “experience.” Peter 
preached that repentance and baptism will take away sins. (Acts 2:38) Salvation is not primarily about 
“feeling” but obedience. Next, it makes God look like the author of confusion. He is not! (I Cor.14:33) Many 
religious people testify to false ideas. Faith only and present day possession of spiritual gifts are not 
supported by God’s Word. God isn’t the one confused; we are. Finally, the “witnessing” concept diverts us 
from the message to the experience. It is true that the Ethiopian eunuch went on his way rejoicing but that 
was after he had been taught and had obeyed the gospel. (Acts 8:30-39) Remember, only witnesses can 
witness. 
  

Cultivating Feelings for God 
  

by Doy Moyer 
 
 Feelings are strange. We don’t usually pick our feelings consciously. We just feel a certain way, and 
in that sense we probably think of them as our mood. When something needs to be done, we might then 
think, “I don’t feel like it,” and instead think, “I feel like doing that.” Then there are the deep-seated feelings 
that we may have developed over time—feelings that culminate in lust, outbursts, and other actions that are 
contrary to what we know is good and right. These are feelings that, if not brought under control, will destroy 
us.  



 The problem, I believe, is that we haven’t given enough time to cultivating how we feel. We might 
just chalk our feelings up to the way we are, but this is a mistake, for the way we are can be directed, 
focused, and changed for the good. This is not easy, though, so how do we begin to make these permanent 
changes in our thinking patterns?  
 1. Target what you think about. Phil 4:8. You can decide to think on things that are true, honorable, 
right, pure, lovely, of good repute, excellent, and worthy of praise. Don’t accept from yourself the idea that 
you can’t help thinking a certain way. Decide you will target your thoughts toward the higher ideals.  
 2. Deliberately set your mind on things above. Col 3:1-2. Think about the resurrection of Jesus. 
Then think about what He has done for you. If you have been raised with Him, then you have every reason 
to set your mind on things above. This takes discipline, but by constantly focusing on this, you can change 
your attitude.   
 3. Read regularly and with purpose. Psa 1. The blessed man learns to read God’s word regularly, 
meditating on it, focused on it. He learns to take delight in God’s will. Since faith comes by hearing God’s 
word (Rom 10:17), regularly reading and hearing it will increase faith, change attitudes, and help us direct 
our feelings.  
 4. Surround yourself with people who lift you up to higher thoughts. Heb 10:23-25. Your 
brethren are there to encourage and strengthen. If you will surround yourself with those who will do this, 
your own spirit will be lifted, and you can also encourage them. Discuss God’s word with them. Confess 
your own failures. Help each other grow in His grace and knowledge. We need each other.  
 5. Develop the mind of Christ. Phil 2. This is the culmination of all these points. Notice in the 
context of Philippians 2 that developing the mind of Christ is very much tied to focusing on the needs of 
others (vv. 3-4). The more selfish we are, the more we will not feel disposed toward doing what is right. The 
more we can think of the needs of others, the more we will think like Christ, who died for us that we might 
live for Him.  
 Like anything else worthwhile, we must commit ourselves to the time, effort, and discipline necessary 
to change our thinking, habits, feelings, and actions. May God help us to so commit.  
  
  

[NOTE:  The previous two articles are not contradictory.  Certainly no one is arguing that it's wrong to have 
feelings for God.  But the denominational concept of "witnessing" replaces God's word with a "better felt 
than told" experience. — DG] 

  

By Many or By Few 
  

by Irvin Himmel 
  
 The situation looks grim. Saul's men had dwindled to only about six hundred. The army of the 
Philistines numbered into the thousands. Saul's men were poorly armed. Since all the smiths were among 
the Philistines, Saul's soldiers had neither sword nor spear. There was much trembling among the Israelites. 
Some were hiding in caves, thickets, rocks, pits, and other out of the way places. Some had fled to the 
region east of Jordan (1 Sam. 13). 
 Jonathan, Saul's son, took his young armor bearer and approached the Philistine garrison. Saul was 
not informed of this movement. Jonathan said to the young man that bore his armor, "Come, and let us go 
over unto the garrison of these uncircumcised: it may be that the Lord will work for us: for there is no restraint 
to the Lord to save by many or by few" (1 Sam. 14:6). 
 The faith that Jonathan had in God brought reward. Despite their being terribly outnumbered and 
poorly equipped to fight, the Israelites were given victory over the Philistines. God turned seeming defeat 
into certain triumph. 
 Too often we suppose that we are defeated if outnumbered. Not so! God is able to save by many or 
by few. God can use a few faithful people to do great works in his sight. God is not swayed by numbers. 
  

 


