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Gossips And Busybodies 
  

by Dan Gatlin 
  
 Man has the tendency to categorize sin.  We see some sins as "worse" (or "not as bad") as others.  
Oftentimes, the sins that tempt US are "excusable," not as bad as the sins of others.  If a Christian is found to 
be living an immoral life, we understand that they are to be disciplined (1 Cor. 5).  A divisive brother is to be 
"marked" and "avoided" (Rom. 16:17).  False teachers are to be "shunned" (2 Tim. 2:16-18).  But what about 
gossips or busybodies?  When is the last time you heard of those guilty of these sins being disciplined?  Too 
many view these as minor infractions not worthy of discipline.  But the Bible makes clear the seriousness of 
being a gossip or a busybody. 
 Gossips.  Gossip is not simply talking about others when they are not present.  It may be that we are 
concerned for another's wellbeing, and we are discussing ways to help them.  That's not sinful.  What makes 
talking about others sinful is our motives.  There's a saying that goes, "A gossip is to a concerned friend what a 
butcher is to a surgeon.  Both cut meat, but for different reasons."  Gossip is talking about someone behind their 
back with the intent to do them harm.  The wise man wrote, "These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven 
are an abomination to Him . . . . A false witness who speaks lies, And one who sows discord among brethren" 
(Prov. 6:16, 19). 
 Let's consider some additional bible passages, Old & New Testaments: "The words of a talebearer are 
like tasty trifles, And they go down into the inmost body" (Prov. 18:8).  "He who goes about as a talebearer 
reveals secrets; Therefore do not associate with one who flatters with his lips" (Prov. 20:19).  "Where there is no 
wood, the fire goes out; And where there is no talebearer, strife ceases" (Prov. 26:20).  "And besides they learn 
to be idle, wandering about from house to house, and not only idle but also gossips and busybodies, saying 
things which they ought not" (1 Tim. 5:13).  It's pretty hard to misunderstand these verses. 
 If we have a problem with someone, Jesus tells us clearly how to handle it.  "Moreover if your brother 
sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established.’  "And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear 
the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector" (Matt. 18:15-17).  As with most sins, gossip is 
enjoyable.  But there are two things we need to remember: First, never trust a gossip.  Anyone who will gossip 
to you, will also gossip about you.  Second, gossip takes two, the speaker and the listener.  It is just as wrong 
to listen to gossip as it is to do the gossiping.  If someone begins to slander another, simply tell them that you 
don't want to hear it. 
 Busybodies.  A busybody is not simply a helpful person.  The busybody thinks they know how to run 
your life better than you do.  They insert themselves into situations that are really not their business.  Oftentimes, 
it will be under the guise of "concern."  Paul wrote, "For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a 
disorderly manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are such we command and exhort 
through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread" (2 Thess. 3:11-12).  In contrast 
to being a busybody, Paul command us to "work in quietness."  According to Thayer "quietness" is a, "description 
of the life of one who stays at home doing his own work, and does not officiously meddle with the affairs of 
others."  1 Pet. 4:15 says, "But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in 
other people’s matters." 
 Here are a couple of questions to ask before we insert ourselves into somebody else's business.  1) Does 
the person want my help?  If they do, great!  If not, don't meddle (accept their "no" as no).  2) How is somebody 
else's situation "my business"?  If it doesn't affect you or the other persons eternal soul, then it's not.  You may 
not like the decisions that others make, but if they are competent adults keep your opinions to yourself.  "As for 



the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions" (Rom. 14:1 ESV). 
 However, if a brother or sister is sinning, that's a different matter.  Then, we have the obligation to 
interfere: "Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and someone turns him back, let him know 
that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins" 
(Jms. 5:19-20). 
  

What Kind Of Hearer Are You 
  

by Ken Weliever 
  
 Sunday Morning my preaching colleague, Benjamin Lee, presented a lesson from Ezekiel 33 entitled 
“How Will You Respond?” It was a very practical lesson that spoke to our response toward God’s Word. 
 Ezekiel was a prophet and priest during Judah’s dark days as its people were being carried away into 
Babylonian captivity and just prior to the destruction of Jerusalem. He was sent to a “rebellious nation” that had 
transgressed the Word of God (Ezek. 2:5) 
 "30 As for you, son of man, the children of your people are talking about you beside the walls and in the 
doors of the houses; and they speak to one another, everyone saying to his brother, ‘Please come and hear 
what the word is that comes from the Lord.’ 31 So they come to you as people do, they sit before you as My 
people, and they hear your words, but they do not do them; for with their mouth they show much love, but their 
hearts pursue their own gain. 32 Indeed you are to them as a very lovely song of one who has a pleasant voice 
and can play well on an instrument; for they hear your words, but they do not do them. 33 And when this comes 
to pass — surely it will come — then they will know that a prophet has been among them.” (Ezekiel 33:30-33). 
 Ben observed that ancient Judah not only came to hear the prophet but invited others to hear. They 
listened. They thought his message was like a “very lovely song.” The NIV renders this “like one who sings love 
songs with a beautiful voice.” And the NASU translates the expression “like a sensual song. 
 Regardless of the English rendering, the message is clear. These people did not take the Word of God 
seriously. They didn’t listen with the intent to change and correct the error of their way. As one commentator 
expressed it, “They saw Ezekiel as an entertainer who sang love songs, not as an exhorter who sought to convey 
God’s love to them.” 
 Ben’s application was pertinent and personal. How do you respond to God’s Word? How do you listen to 
a sermon? What do you get from a Bible class teacher? 
 It’s possible to “enjoy” a sermon just like attending a secular production. To compliment the “performers.” 
But leave with no intention of effecting any change. Like the people in Ezekiel’s day, we may hear the Word, but 
fail to do it. 
 As I have reflected on Ben’s lesson, I wonder why? Why do people attend church services, listen to 
sermons, speak well of them, but walk away and do nothing to put them into practice? 
 The people in Ezekiel’s day were described as rebellious, stubborn idol worshipers. In a word, their heart 
was not right before God. Could that be the heart of the problem today? The heart. 
 Ezekiel addresses the issue of the heart 34 times in his book. At one point the prophet reprimanded them 
with these words. “How degenerate is your heart!” says the Lord God, “seeing you do all these things, the deeds 
of a brazen harlot” (Ezek 16:30). More than once he said their problem of idolatry was an issue of the heart. 
When the heart is filled with carnal desires, worldly ambitions, and secular attractions, there is little room for the 
Word to take root. While we do not worship idols crafted from wood or stone, we may still be guilty of idolatry. 
Our careers, sports, hobbies and material possessions can become our idols. 
 It is possible to attend church out of tradition, thinking that our mere presence satisfies God’s requirement. 
Listening to the Word with that attitude will not touch the heart. We leave, shaking the preacher’s hand and 
saying, “Good sermon.” But with little thought on how to implement it in our daily lives. 
 On occasion when I have told a story to illustrate a point, someone will comment on how much they liked 
the story. But I often wonder, did they get the point? Did it hit home? Were they like the people of Judah merely 
enjoying the preaching like a lovely song? 
What kind of hearer are you? How do you respond to God’s Word? What impact will it have it your life? 
 Your answers to these questions will reveal a great deal about the state of your heart. 
  

 


